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Lonely Dissent Becomes Asset
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‘Mathias RldesAntl-leon Tide %

By Douglas Watson

Washington Post Staff Writer &

“Two years ago there were ~

widespread ~rumors that
President Nixon might try
to purge Sen. Charlées McC.
Mathias, the independent-
« minded Maryland Republican
- who has opposed the White
House on many -key votes.
Columnists Rowland Ev-
ans and Robert Novak

wrote that not since former.-

Sen. Charles Goodell (R-N.Y.)
“was defeated with White
House connivance ghas any
- Republican so outraged Mr.

Nixon and his senior staff as -

Mathias. The senator’s liber-
alism-and tendency to bolt

party lines have bred* ani-
mosity in the innner sanc-

© tum.”

Now, a year before Mary-
land's senatorial election,
the talk has stopped that
Mathias would face a seri-
ous*primary challenge from
the conservative wing of his
party.

Richard-Allen, the state’s

conservative GOP national .

committeeman who disa-
grees with Mathias on many
issues, said last week; *1
might like to see somebody

take omMathlas if I thought -

it was' possible, I_Jut my
“guessis there is not going to
be any contest (in next Sep-

tember's Republican pn- it

mary )u
Maryland Democxats also
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Sen. Mathias Riding Anti-NixonCrést \ ELF sicH

MATHIAS, From Al

have so far displayed a dis-
tinet lack of eagerness lo
run against Mathias. Several
Demoerats said confiden-
tially they expect Mathias to
be the favorite’ agains
whoever their party nomi-
nates, despite (he Demo-
crats’ edge - in -voters regis-
Iration
Mathias' friends and oppo-
nents -agree-thal—\Watergate
“and the resulting anti-Nixon
sentiment have been the big
cdifference in ‘the changing
political
- land's 51 - year -
senator. An aide to a Demo-
cratic  congressman  said
Mathias “is riding the anti-
Nixon crest.”
As Nixon's political stock
has dropped in recenl
months, Mathias' has risen,

political observers in both-
parties agreed,
Mathias' willingness o

dissent from the party line
was demonstrated in a Decem-
ber, 1971. speech in which
he urged President Nixon 1o
take “the high road” and to
disc:a.rd a presidential cam-

. PRIEN strategy “which now
seems destined, unnecessar-
ily, to polarize Americans
even more.”

Mathias critivized presi-
dential staffmen for
“divisive exploitation of the
so-called sovial issuc the
use of hard-line rheworic on
erime, eivil rights. eivil lib-
erties and student unrest.

“Poll after poll shows Lhat
the voters identifv our party

vawith the vested interests

which seem 1o profit from
war, pollution. diserimina-
tion and income maldistri-
bution," Mathias said in the
Minneapolis address.

Last fall, while most Re-
publicans still were minimiz-
ing Watergate, Mathias
warmly endorsed an investi-
gation into alleged Republi-
can espionage then being
conducted by a subcommil-
tee headed hy Sen® Edward
Kennedy (D-Mass.|

“Bugging. wiretapping,
breaking and enlering are
aggravated . crimes - when
used to pervert a national
election. | think 1t's impor-
tant we scnd a message
from Washington to every-
one interested in clean polit-
ics around the country that
these things are wrong.”
Mathias said then

—In—April—as—White -House
spokesmen  conlinued Lo
avoid answering most
Watergate questions., Mal-
hias declared in a Senate
speech, “The pursuit of
truth is the only direction
in which we  ean o in
.search of the wa¥ lo pre-
serve our lovalty Lo the Con-
stitution and the laws."

The resull of this outspo-
ken frankness has becn th
add further luster to Ma-
thias' long-standing reputa-

tion for integrity., One
- Democrat commented,
grudgingly: “IlI there's a

straight Republican in the
state_pf_ Maryland, he's re-
_ally "

This has been a rough
year for. many other Mary-
land Republicans, starting
with Spiro T. Agnew, who
last week went from Lhe na-
tion's second highest posi-
tion to & "‘no contest” plea
on a tax evasion charze. In
addition: o

* Sen. J. Glenn Beall Jr..

prospects of Mary-,
old senior

Mathias® [ellow Maryland
Republican in the Senate,
has had his own problems
The Washington Star-News
reported this summer (hat
Beall's 1070 campaign
ceived $140.000 in cash
raised by Herbert W, Kalm-
bach. President Nixon's for-
mer lawyer,lgnd distributed
by a White House aide.

Beall thus far has
knowledged—recetving—sub—
stantial contributions, while
maintaining that all funds
contributed were praperly
handled.

* Rep. William Q. Mills,
another Maryland Repuhli
can, commitled suicide this
spring aller the press re-
ported thal his campaign in
1971 received a $25,000 con-

re- -

ac-

deny reports from his stall
that he intends lo run for a
second six-year term.
Despilg, their general re-
speel for him, Demoerats do
nat think Mathias is unbeat-
able. They point out that in
his 1968 eleclion Lo the Sen-
ale — alter four lerms in
the U.S. House — Mathias
ol only 48 per cent of the

“oue, with 39 per eenl poing

The bag you pul elections in
hasn’t been made yet. [ have
no illusions that Lhis is a
foregone conclusion. IU's -
ing Lo take a lot of hard
work."

Mathias has many poten-
Lial Demaocratic opponents,
though none has stepped
forward so [ar. Lt ov,
Blair Lee Ul Maryland
Comptroller Louls Goldsiein

le former Sen. Daniel B, ancl Maryland Altorney
Brewster, the Demoeratic  General Franels Burch cach
condidale, N T3 per eenl 15 A [OSSIBITIYT Th ofder To

to peremiial loser George T,
Mahoney,

The Democrals also have
the advanlage of a 70 per
cent Lo 27 per cent edge in
voler registration pver He-
publicans in Maryland, and
strongrr  parly machinery,
particularly in the popiilous
Baltimore arca. Moreover,

tribution that was arranged—one Democral suggests, the

through the White House by
Interior Secdetary Rogers
C.B. Morton but never re-
parted as required by law.

* Rep. Marjoric 8. Holt,
another Maryland Republi-
can. dlso has received bad
publicity by charges [rom
her former Democratic op-
ponent, Werner Fornoes, Lhat
he was smeared by Holt sup-
porters through the unau-
thorized distribution of FBI
reports. Mrs., Holl has de-
nied any involvement in the
alleged activity, which is he-
tngr investigated by Lhe
Anne Arundel County
state’s allorney

= Alexander Lankler, the
former Republican  stale
chairman. resigned this year
after acknowledying that re
porting of contributions Lo
an Agnew fund-raiser last
vear was deliberately falsi- |
fied |

{This recitation of the |
GOP's problems does notl
mean the Democrals do not
have their own. With the
federal prosecutors in Balti-
more intending Lo continue
the probe thal brought Ag-
new Lo vourl, Ballimore |
County Executive Dale An-
derson may not be the only
prominent Democrat to be !
indieted.) -

Aathias' “Mr.

Clean" im-

ape has made Wim, 1hug far

at least, an exception Lo Lhe
conelusion af many political
pros that all incumbent offi
ceholders.  regardless of
party, have been hurt by the
public cvnicism generated
vy the Watergate and Ag- |
new scandals. . |

The . politital advantages |
of Mathias' previous outspo- |
kenness were demonstrated |
al a [und-raiser last May at-
tended by more than 1,000 |
Mathias supporters who |
raised $115,000 for his re- |
election campaign. Presi-
dent Nixon senl a- message |
praising Mathias and saying,
“1 am pleased to share-Sen. |
Mathias' same strong com-
mitment lo Lhe cause of
good government,” |

Agnew, who reportedly |
had heen even more dis- |
pleased with Mathias than
was Lhe President, sent
waords praising Mathias for
his “honesty, dedication and
willingness o stand up for |
his beliefls."

Whatever had  been the
likelihoud of a While Ilouse-
promoted purge, It scems
that +he changing political
realitics have ended any |
such thoughts.

Mathlas  has nnot  an-
nounced his candidacy (or |
re-clection, bul he {II{ICH nol |
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primary is a year away —
enough time for new issues
to arise that could hurt Mat-
hias politleally.

Mathias had not been in-
vited to a single White
House [unction for more
than twa years, but on Fri-
day night he was among
other senalors and congress-
men on hand for President
Nixon's announcement that
Hep. Gerald Ford (R-Mich.
would be nominated [or
Vive President,

“Things do have a hahil of
changing in polities.” Mat-
hias said afterwards

Mathias stressed in an in-
lerview Lhis weekend thal
he’s nut averconfident about
being re-elected. “Elections
aren't won a year ahead.

theone

challefif® "W aTHWia5. each
would have to give up run-
ning for re-election 1n his
present position and risk
ending up with nothing,
Democratic  Heps.  Paul
Sarbanes of Baltimore and
= Goodloe K, Byron of Freder-
Jek County have been men-
Lioned -as “pulenlial  uppu-
nends, but Lheir aides say
they are not at all inlerested
in taking on Mathias. “You
can forget thal,” said a By:
ron staffer.

Former Democratic Sen.
Joseph D. Tydings, beaten
by Repuhlican J. Glenn

Beall Jr. In 1870, reportedly
has vonsidered Lrying for a
vomeback against Mathios.
Now practicing law, Tydings
would nol be giving up an
elected office Lo run. Many
suspect Tydings, as well as a
number of other Democrals,
might rather walt to chal-
Ienge Beall, whom they cun-
sider more vulnerahle.

The situation would be
much different if there were
a conservalive  Republican
who appeared Lo be a strong
primary fhallenger to Mat-

—timeswhen  hee has’ ot

hiss. The Demoerats would
be much  mees Ceonlident
abuul running agains:  a

more conservglive Republi-
van than Malhias, whu has
always won with considera-
hle  support  frdm Demo-
cratle volers, 4
Mathias likes du paint oul
that he frequeitly has sup-
ported The. Nixon adminis-
tration. hut  that  he

wels
must af the publicily on the
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18970 Mathias opp T
President on such hol issues
as the Supreme Court nomi-
nation of Harold Carswell,

the Cambodia invasion and
the  administfatiop's— T
sponse lo the Kol Stale
slavings.
" Mathias seems e
done well al keeping  Lhe
-bridges open. eveR-with Ris—
political enemies, At Lhe
lowesl polnt in his relations
with the Nixon adminisira-
tion, he and former Attor-
ney General John- Michell

tu

remained on speaking

terms, a former alde re-
called.

His reaction W mbst
types of hostility is Lo sit

down and talk with the peo- |

ple who are mad at him.”
she said,

Mathias" improved puoliti-
cal prospects do not seem o
have gone Lo his head, He
still often dreives his 1wn
children to school from 1he

family's Chevy Chase home, |

and he goes to his Capital
hill office aceompanicd by
Chammy.  his vear-old
Chesapeake Bay retriever.
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